OVER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY!

In Wadi Ghudun, a few miles to the west at 1200 feet, where
samr acacias gave place to the willowy tamarisk, I had got
my first antelope, Oryx leucoryx, a full-sized cow. I took
great precautions to secure her skin whole as a scientific
specimen, for the Badu normally esteems her face skin as a
trophy, like a fox-hunter the brush, and makes from it a
rifle-butt cover. Indeed there was scarcely a man in my
party whose rifle-butt was not adorned with the face skin
of an antelope or a gazelle: scarcely less solicitous were they
for the paunch, the gastric juices of which they carefully
drained and drank with relish before administering the
solid contents in handfuls to their bellowing, protesting
camels. The benefit to the stomachs alike of man and mount
is said to be equalled by nothing else in. the desert. These
are but two of the antelope's seven virtues.1

Out of the antelope's horn is made a pipe upon which the
girls of South Arabia play. There is no drum, no stringed
instrument or other manner of music to be found through-
out these marches, but only the antelope horn, and if the
shepherdess may not sing to her flock she may soothe them
with the pipe and find consolation in it for herself. There
may be here some remote connection with our mediseval
legend of the maiden and the unicorn, for it is commonly
supposed that the antelope is the prototype of that mythical
beast. Certain it is that he runs with his head down so that
his sloping horns appear almost vertical, and in profile seem

1 The antelope's other virtues are its skin for leather; its blood for snake
bite; its flesh for exorcism (hamara^ to be described later); its soup for joint
pains; its flesh for meat. They rate it better food than any other beast, a
view I could not subscribe to. Perhaps they reckon by the after-effects of
gluttony upon an empty stomach, for though their diet is usually frugal,
moderation on such an occasion is an unknown virtue, and my medicine
chest was always in requisition after a night orgy following a 'kill.*